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2026 Christian Unity Liaisons, appointed from various PCCNA organizations:   	 		       	                   Matteo Calisi—United in Christ International					       		                     David Cole—Open Bible Churches (steering committee member) 					        	                                                                             David Han—Church of God (Cleveland, TN)						                                  Harold D. Hunter—International Pentecostal Holiness Church (steering committee member)	            		             David Moore--Foursquare  								                    	          Cecil M. Robeck, Jr.—Assemblies of God (steering committee member)					      					         							        		      Christian Unity Commission  Each year in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Pentecostal/Charismatic Churches of North America, the PCCNA Christian Unity Commission holds an on-site meeting.  Attendance at our Wednesday, February 18, 2026 CUC meeting included a total of fifteen in attendance (twelve in person and three on Zoom).  Eleven member organizations were represented, in addition to four ecumenical guests.  In addition to several of our Liaisons, guests included Darrell Wentworth (director of Awakening the Domestic Church), Nathan Smith (Director of Ecumenism, Glenmary Home Missioners), Fermin Garcia (Grupo Unidad Mexico), and Alicia Hartle (National Service Committee of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal of the U.S.).  This year’s Christian Unity Commission meeting was also a joint meeting with the PCCNA Race Relations Commission, led by Aaron Campbell.  Race Relations Co-chair Don Gilbert prepared a challenging discussion piece asking “Is Racial Reconciliation Still an Issue Today?”  It facilitated conversation led by Aaron Campbell, and included questions surrounding issues related to Latino/Hispanic immigration and ICE enforcement.  The conversation was enhanced by contributions from Fermin Garcia, president of Grupo Unidad Mexico.  A presentation by Nathan Smith (Glenmary Home Missioners) invited PCCNA to serve as a co-sponsor of the upcoming Sixth annual International Conference on Receptive Ecumenism, which was approved by the PCCNA executive committee.  Matteo Calisi from United in Christ highlighted engagement with the Charismatic Leaders Fellowship and the Alleluia Unity and Renewal Forum.  

Initiatives discussed at our February 2026 CUC meeting, as well as others involving our CUC Liaisons and churches:

PCCNA/USCCB Conversation  The second session of the bilateral dialogue between representatives of the Pentecostal Charismatic Churches of North America (PCCNA) and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) met September 24–27, 2025, at Xavier University of Louisiana in New Orleans, the nation’s only historically Black and Catholic University. The meeting was co-chaired by Rev. Dr. Harold D. Hunter, International Pentecostal Holiness Church liaison to the Greater Christian Community and a member of the PCCNA Christian Unity Commission Steering Committee, and Bishop Peter L. Smith, Auxiliary Bishop of Portland, Oregon.

The theme of the first five-year phase of the dialogue is “Waters That Divide, Waters That Unite.” This year’s session focused on our shared concerns as Pentecostals and Catholics for the well-being of God’s creation. Meeting in New Orleans among the campus community of Xavier University, which was flooded and evacuated in the aftermath of Katrina twenty years ago, gave poignant focus to our concerns.

Presenters at the meeting included Prof. Dr. Jeffrey Lamp, Professor of New Testament at Oral Roberts University, who presented the paper Pentecostals, Climate Change, and the Re-enchantment of Creation; Rev. Russell McDougall, CSC, Executive Director of the Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs at the USCCB, who presented Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’; Sr. Marianne Farina, CSC, Professor of Philosophy and Theology at the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology, who presented the work of the National Catholic-Muslim Dialogue in the US and the action plan it is developing; and Ms. Chloe Noel, who presented the USCCB’s work on environmental justice.

The Pentecostal team members were Rev. Dr. David Han, Dean, Pentecostal Theological Seminary, Church of God (Cleveland); Rev. Dr. Martin Mittelstadt, Professor of New Testament, Evangel University, Assemblies of God; Rev. Jennifer Thigpenn, International Church of the Foursquare Gospel; and Rev. Dr. Frederick L. Ware, Professor of Theology, Howard University School of Divinity, Church of God in Christ.

The Catholic team members were Rev. Russell K. McDougall, C.S.C, of the USCCB; Rev. Andrew V. Menke, S.L.D., Executive Director, International Commission on English in the Liturgy; Dr. Kimberly Hope Belcher, Associate Professor (Liturgical Studies), Department of Theology at the University of Notre Dame; and Mr. Nathan Smith, Director of Ecumenism, Glenmary Home Missioners.

Xavier University of Louisiana hosted, and the USCCB coordinated this year’s session. Xavier President Dr. Reynold Verret welcomed participants at the Administration Building art gallery and then visited the special exhibit commemorating the twentieth anniversary of Hurricane Katrina. As part of their meetings, dialogue members gathered for morning and evening prayer in the Chapel of St. Katharine Drexel, the university’s foundress. The PCCNA will host the next meeting September 23–25, 2026, at the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel headquarters.

Somos Um  David Cole (Open Bible) serves on the International Fraternal Council for the We Are One (Somos Um) initiative in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, which engages in unity among Catholics, Evangelicals and Pentecostals in Brazil and several other nations in Latin America.  The Seventh International Conference for Somos Um will take place in Rio de Janeiro September 14-20, 2026.  https://missaosomosum.com.br/
Center for Pentecostal Studies  In May, David Cole (Open Bible) was a speaker at the Center for Pentecostal Studies in Bari, Italy, an annual course of study focused on the Pentecostal movement, hosted by PCCNA Liaison Matteo Calisi.  Lectures presented were “From the Azusa Street Revival to the Present Day:  Relevance and Challenges,” and “Ecumenical Ecclesiology:  Emerging Pentecostal Distinctives.” 
Alleluia Forum for Unity and Renewal  The third annual Alleluia Forum for Unity and Renewal was hosted by the Alleluia Ecumenical Community in Augusta, Georgia on June 24-27, 2026.  This year’s theme was “ The Life and Ministry of Msgr. Dr. Peter Hocken.”  Speakers at the Forum included Randy Clark, Dr. Mary Healy, Dr. Ann Friemel, Michael Koulianos, Fr. Mariuzs Orczykowski, Bishop Andrzej Siemieniewski, Bishop Carylyn Moore, Bishop Rodolfo Valenzuela, Terri Celmer, Marianna Gol, Fr. James Puglisi, and David Cole.  PCCNA Liaisons David Cole and Matteo Calisi are on the planning committee for this annual forum.   Next year’s Forum will also be held in Augusta, Georgia, on June 23-26, 2027.  The theme will be “Repentance, Reconciliation, and Renewal.”   https://forumforunity.org/
International Catholic-Pentecostal Dialogue  David Wells (Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada), Mel Robeck (Assemblies of God), David Cole (Open Bible Churches), David Moore (Foursquare), Dale Coulter and Marcia Clarke (Church of God) were in Rome in June 2026 for this year’s session of the Dialogue, which has been continuous since it began in 1972 under the co-chairmanship of David Du Plessis and Fr. Kilian McDonnell, OSB.  The two teams completed a report on its theme of Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi  (“Praying, Believing”).  The report is in the process of being submitted to both the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity and the executive committee of the Pentecostal World Fellowship for approval, after which it will be published later this year.
That They May Be One feature film  The film, a docudrama which tells the story of unity and renewal in the Body of Christ since the Azusa Street Revival and the birth of the Pentecostal movement, was released theatrically nationwide across the U.S. May 18 and 29, 2026.  PCCNA representatives Mel Robeck and David Cole were interviewed and presented in the film, along with several other ecumenical church leaders, including Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, Dr. Mary Healy, Randy Clark, and Francis Chan.  For further information concerning use of the film in your context, see https://thattheymaybeonefilm.com/.
“That They May Be One” podcast  David Cole, PCCNA’s Liaison to the Greater Christian Community and Open Bible Churches’ unity liaison, currently co-chairs a podcast devoted to unity and renewal in the Body of Christ.  “That They May Be One” is sponsored by Flourish Your Faith Ministries, and Adriana Gonzalez also serves as co-chair.  The podcast can be found on Spotify, Apple, other places, or here:  https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/that-they-may-be-one/id1773005587
Christian Churches Together in the USA  The 20th annual forum of Christian Churches Together in the USA will take place October 6-9, 2026 in Birmingham, Alabama.  This year’s theme is “"Giving Thanks, Renewing Hope: 20 Years of CCT and 250 Years of the United States."  CCT brings together to the same table a diverse cross-section of the Body of Christ, including Eastern Orthodox, Catholic, Mainline Protestant, Evangelical, Pentecostal, and historic Black churches, along with several Christian organizations.  PCCNA member churches International Pentecostal Holiness Church and Hope for You are also members of CCT, and PCCNA has official observer status at the CCT table.  https://www.christianchurchestogether.org/
Charismatic Leaders Fellowship  The Charismatic Leaders Fellowship has been meeting annually, continuously since the early 1970s.  Originally named the Charismatic Concerns Committee and formed by Father Dennis Bennett, Vinson Synan and others, the meeting gathered key leaders from Pentecostal families, as well as charismatics from Protestant, Catholic and Anglican streams.  Current issues and challenges in the larger charismatic renewal have been the focus, as leaders have prayed with and supported one another.  This year’s meeting took place in Bradenton, Florida, February 23-26, 2026.  Speakers this year included PCCNA leaders David Wells (Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada), David Moore (Foursquare) and David Cole (Open Bible Churches).  Adriana Gonzalez from Flourish Your Faith Ministries showed her feature film, “That They May Be One,” followed by discussion.  https://www.charismaticleadersfellowship.org/
Society for Pentecostal Studies  The annual meeting of the Society for Pentecostal Studies took place March 12-14, 2026, at Baylor University in Waco, Texas.  This year’s theme was “’Communing with the Spirit:’  the Promise and Power of Pentecostal Prayer.”  Next year’s annual SPS meeting will take place March 11-13, 2027, at Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky, and the theme is “The Many Splendored Christ:  Savior, Sanctifier, Baptizer, Healer, King.”   https://sps-usa.org/theme.html


